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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Marian Month of May and the feast of St. Joseph the

worker bring us abundant blessings of the Holy Family

upon the World, the Church and upon us.

I am sure all our parishes are preparing to celebrate

this great devotion of month of May. It is a month of

revival of our Marian devotion and growth in our faith.

Let this month also remind us of God’s great mercy, of

which Mary and Joseph are a great example and

witness. Further, many of our parishes are having

confirmation. We need to prepare our children for the

reception of this great Sacrament. It is a blessing for

both the families and the parishes and certainly to the

diocese.

The diocese will certainly rejoice at the feast of Our Lady

of Lourdes at Chetpet. We wish every success to
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Fr. Stephen. Let us encourage our people to come and

take the blessings of our Lady.

We must humbly acknowledge the gift of Our Lord to

our diocese. He has showered us with 3 priestly

Ordinations and 7 diaconate ordinations. I do

congratulate all of them and joyfully welcome into the

family of priests. We thank their parents, brothers and

sisters and their family members. May they serve our

people with joy and happiness and obedience.

While we accept the joy, we also accept the sorrow that

the Lord has given us. The death of Fr. Francis Xavier is

certainly very painful and difficult to accept it. May the

Lord give him eternal rest and Fr. Francis Xavier will

certainly remember us in heaven. At this place let us

also remember our senior priests Fr. Philominraj, Fr.

Kurien, Fr. K. O. Abraham, Fr. M. Rayappa and Fr.

Fathimanathan and all who are sick.

It is a great joy that the Holy Father has given us the

Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation: “Amoris Laetitia ;

The Joy of Love”. He rightly places the family at the

centre of the Church. ‘The Joy of Love’ experienced by

the families is also the Joy of the Church.

The document is unmistakably an affirmation of the truth

of marriage, children and the joy of the family as

understood by the Church.
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The document is also completely unambiguous about the

unique status of marriage as the union of man and woman

and re-states there are "absolutely no grounds for

considering homosexual unions to be in any way similar

or even remotely analogous to God's plan for marriage and

family" (Section 251).

Amoris Laetitia runs to 261 pages and is divided into nine

chapters as follows :

Chapter One - In the Light, The Word

Chapter 2 - The Experiences and Challenges of Families

Chapter 3 - Looking to Jesus : The Vocation of the Family

Chapter 4 - Love In Marriage

Chapter 5 - Love Made Fruitful

Chapter 6 - Some Pastoral Perspectives

Chapter 7 - Towards a Better Education of Children

Chapter 8 - Accompanying, Discerning and Integrating Weakness

Chapter 9 - The Spirituality of Marriage and the Family

The most talked about portions of the document relate to

Chapter 8 and how the Church ought to approach the

pastoral care of those in "irregular" situations, including

the divorced and remarried (who have not received an

annulment). The Holy Father issues a deep call to

conversion to Catholics who ignore or seek to justify their

own objective sin (Section 297) and invites all divorced

and remarried Catholic to undertake a serious

examination of conscience accompanied by a priest and

guided by the truths proposed by the Church (Section 300).
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He also calls for a greater inclusion and welcoming of

those who are sincerely striving to be open to the Church's

teaching and to more perfectly follow those teachings. He

emphasizes repeatedly that the Church must be a beacon

of mercy, a hospital for sinners and a source of real

conversion.

He particularly calls for pastors to employ the "law of

gradualness" proposed by Saint John Paul II in appropriate

cases (Section 295), which does not imply that the law is

gradual, but that individuals should be brought by gradual

steps to more fully enter into the full life of the church, as

for example, when a cohabiting couple seeks to marry in

the Church (Presuming they are free to do so)

Pope Francis speaks out frequently about his concern for

the children of divorced or separated parents (Sections

245, 246) and for the need to support single parent families

(Section 252).

The vast majority of the document treats marriage as a

joyful and beautiful gift.

Chapter 3 examines the teachings of Jesus on the family

and God's vision for marriage and family. Chapter 4 offers

an exposition of St. Paul's teaching on marital love in I

Corinthians. Chapter 5 discusses the blessings of children.

Chapter 6 offers pastoral perspectives (including preparing

engaged couples for marriage, accompanying the first years

of married life and when a spouse dies) Chapter 7
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addresses the education of children and Chapter 9

concludes with the spirituality of marriage and the family.

Finally, there is one key takeaway worth mentioning. The

Holy Father places a significant responsibility on pastors

and priests. It is the priest who is tasked with helping

those struggling to understand the truth of their

circumstances, to help guide the proper formation of

conscience and often to help discern the appropriate path

to communion with the Church.

This will be difficult in practice and will require courageous

and holy priests. We must pray for our priests everywhere!

Further comments on the document for our better

understanding :

Pope Francis' says on "The Joy of Love" that individual

conscience should guide sex, marriage, family

VATICAN CITY - Pope Francis said Friday that Catholics

should look to their own consciences rather than rely

exclusively on church rules to negotiate the complexities

of sex, marriage and family life, demanding the church

shift emphasis from doctrine to mercy in confronting some

of the thorniest issues facing the faithful. In a major church

document entitled "The Joy of Love," Francis made no

explicit change in church doctrine and upheld church

teaching on the lifelong bond of marriage between a man

and a woman.

But in selectively citing his predecessors and emphasizing

hiw own teachings in strategically placed footnotes,
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Francis made innovative openings in Pastoral practice for

Catholics who civilly remarry and signaled that he wants

nothing short of a revolution in the way priests guide

ordinary Catholics in their spiritual life. He said the church

must no longer sit in judgement and "throw stones" at

those who fail to live up to the Gospel's ideals of perfection

in marriage and family life.

"I understand those who prefer a more rigorous pastoral

care which leaves no room for confusion," he wrote. "But I

sincerely believe that Jesus wants a church attentive to

the goodness which the Holy Spirit sows in the midst of

human weekness."

On thorny issues such as contraception, Francis stressed

that a couple's individual conscience, educated in church

teaching and not just dogmatic rules imposed on them

across the board from above - must guide their decisions

and the church's pastoral practice. "We have been called

to form consciences, not replace to them, he said.

He insisted the church's aim is to reintegrate and welcome

all its members. He called for a new language to help

Catholic families cope with today's problems. And he said

pastors must take into account mitigating factors - fear,

ignorance, habits and duress - in counseling Catholics

who simply aren't perfect. "It can no longer simply be said

that all those in any irregular situations are living in a

state of mortal sin and are deprived of sanctifying grace,"

he wrote. Even those in an "objective situation of sin" can

be in a state of grace and can even be more pleasing to

God by trying to improve, he said.
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The document's release marks the culmination of a divise

two-year consultation of ordinary Catholics and the church

hierarchy that Francis initiated in hopes of understanding

the problems facing Catholic families today and providing

them with better pastoral care. Church teaching holds

that unless these Catholic receive an annulment or a

Church decree that their first marriage was invalid, they

are committing adultery and cannot receive Communion.

"By thinking that everything is black and white, we

sometimes close off the way of grace and of growth and

discourage paths of sanctification which give glory to God,"

he said. "Let us remember that a small step inthe midst

of great human limitations can be more pleasing to God

than a life which appears outwardly in order but moves

through, the day without confronting great difficulties."

In a footnote, Francis cited his previous document "The

Joy of the Gospel" in saying that confession should not be

a "torture chamber" and that the Eucharist "is not a prize

for the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment

for the weak."

Gays will be disappointed by the documents' failure to offer

anything significant beyond existing church teaching that

gays are not to be discriminated against and are to be

welcomed into the church with respect and dignity. It

resoundingly rejected gay marriage, rejected "gender

theory" and repeated the church's position that same-sex

unions can in no way be equivalent to marriage between

man and wife.

+Most Rev. Dr.P. Soundararaju, SDB

Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

01 sun M Confirmation, Viruduvilanginan

03-04 Our Lady of Lourdes Feast, Chetpet

04 E TANCEAN, Chennai

08 Sun M Confirmation, Cathedral, Vellore

10 Tue M Confirmation, Nallur

E Fr.Dayalraj Silver Jubilee, Kariyandal

11 Wed M Golden Jubilee of Religious Profession,

Cluny Convent, Katpadi

12 Thu M Wedding, Trichy

14 Sat Fr. Mathias, Sipcot

18 Wed M Priestly Ordination, Uriyurkuppam

20 Fri M Confirmation, Pulavanbadi

22 Sun Episcopal Ordination, Dindigul

24 Tue Sacred Heart Sisters, Rangapuram

26 Thu M Confirmation, Chengam

27 Fri M Chapel blessing/Confirmation, Athurai

Thachambadi

28 Sat M Mass, Citadel

E Jubilee Celebration, Sembambadi/Kolappalur

29 Sun M Confirmation, Veeralur

+Most Rev. Dr.P. Soundararaju, SDB

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

New Deacons

Bro.B.Arockia Nirmal Raj, Bro. F.  Felix Kamal,

Bro. P.John Paul, Bro. A.  Kulandai Yesu, Bro. P. Prakash,
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Bro. P.Vino Alphons Xavier, Bro. A. Yesu Durai were

ordained as deacons by His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. P.

Soundararaju, SDB., Bishop of Vellore on Friday, 22 April

2016, at Our Lady of Assumption Cathedral, Vellore. We

Welcome and congratulate the new deacons.

New Priests

Dn. B. Antony Suresh, Dn. D. Maria Selvam and

Dn. R. Sigamani were ordained as priests by His Excellency

Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB., Bishop of Vellore on

Saturday, 16 April 2016, at Our Lady of Assumption

Cathedral, Vellore. We congratulate and pray for the new

priests.

CRI Meeting

All the Religious of Vellore diocese kindly note the change

that this year the CRI wants to anticipate the July meeting

to Saturday, 25 June 2016 for an important matter to be

discussed. Hence all the Religious Superiors & Principals

and the Vicar Foranes are expected to attend the meeting

without fail. Further information will be sent to you by

mail.

Monthly Recollection

There is no Recollection for the month of May.

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert

Vicar General
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PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - 2016

 S.No Religious Amount

1 Arakkonam 36200
2 Cathedral 51650
3 Gudiyatham 7600
4 Kariyandal 6500
5 Pulavanbadi 3000
6 Haffieldspet 5500
7 Gandhinagar 42000
8 Santhavasal 3100
9 Melpudupakkam 5000
10 Sathuvacharry 20000
11 Ranipet 11340
12 Randamkorattur 3105
13 Jolarpet 8000
14 Kolappalur 8000
15 A.Kattupadi 3000
16 Pathiavaram 6440
17 Thenimalai 5600
18 Mazhuvankarunai 3000
19 Madurampet 5100
20 Nallur 2000
21 Viruduvilanginan 5500
22 T.V.Puram 5000
23 Thirumalpadi 1000
24 Pallalakuppam 1500
25 Sipcot 10000
26 Nelliyankulam 2020
27 Thachambadi 4570
28 Salai 2420
29 Narasingapuram 3000
30 Kasthambadi 500
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31 Devigapuram 4000
32 Alappakkam 4010
33 Thalayampallam 1300
34 Katpadi 20065
35 Shenpakkam 5555
36 Yelagiri Hills 6277
37 Chengam 2840
38 Pulivanandal 1500
39 Avoor 3500
40 Japthikarani 1500
41 Thandarampet 600
42 Somasipadi 2000

                       Total 324792

Thanks for all those who have alredy remitted the Good

Friday Collection and May I request  to give those who

have not yet given.

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu
Procurator
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HUNGER AND DISEASE FUND COLLECTION - 2016

 S.NO. PARISH AMOUNT

1 Old Town 13,320
2 Bagayam 8,000
3 Thirumalai 1,500
4 Kortampet 5,000
5 Kodayanchi 3,000
6 Boodamangalam 2,469
7 Kaniyambadi 25,870
8 Udayendiram 2,220
9 Thiruvannamalai 10,000
10 Pavithiram 3,496
11 Vandavasi 9,600
12 Veppoor 4,000
13 Chetpet 30,000
14 Arakonam 19,850
15 Assumption Cathedral 26,770
16 Gudiyatham 1,500
17 Pulavanpadi 3,000
18 Haffieldspet 3,500
19 Kolpalure 9,020
20 Santhavasal 1,000
21 A.Kattupadi 2,000
22 Gandhi Nagar 42,350
23 Melpudupakkam 8,626
24 Sathuvachari 5,000
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25 Ranipet 22,460
26 Jolarpet 3,000
27 Randam - Korattur 845
28 Pathiavaram 710
29 Thenimalai 12,200
30 Sipcot 5,000
31 Viruduvilanginan 3,000
32 Pallalakuppam 2,500
33 Madurampattu 2,000
34 Thirumalpadi 1,000
35 Kasthampadi 2,000
36 Narasingapuram 1,500
37 Alapakkam 830
38 Katpadi 25,000
39 Shenpakkam 2,000
40 Pulivanandal 1,500
41 Mekkalore 500
42 Avoor 1,000
43 Japthikarani 500
44 Somasipadi 2,400
45 Thandrampet 900

   Institutions :

1 Sr. Superior, Allikondapattu 1,000
2 St. Thomas Hospital, Chetpet 2,000
3 Sr. Superior, Pallalakuppam 600
4 St. Charles Convent, Yelagiri Hills 3,000
5 St. Charles Convent, Jolarpet 2,000
6 Servite Convent, Mekkalore 1,200

Rev. Fr. A. R. Antony Samy
Director, VSSS, Vellore
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Admission in MBBS
St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore

A jouful message that St. John’s Medical College,
Bangalore reserve10 seats for Dalit Christians

All Dalit Catholic  students who appear for MBBS entrance

test from Vellore Diocese may contact Rev. Dr. S.

Lourduswamy for obtaining recommendation letter from

Bishop of Vellore and Bishop of Chenglepet, Chairman,

CBCI Commission for SC/ST.

Important Details :

� May 09 to 21, 2016 - Issue of Hall Ticket online

� May 22, 2016 - Entrance Test

(at various centers across India)

� June 20, 2016 - Announcement of 1st interview List

� July 04, to 7, 2016 - Interview for 1st list candidates



18

� July 12, 2016 - Announcement of 2nd interview list

� July 25 to 30, 2016 - Interview for 2nd list candidates

� Aug 03, 2016 - Announcement of Final Results

� Aug 08 to 12, 2016 - Admissions

� Aug 22, 2016 - Classes begin

Note : Coaching for MBBS admission in St. John’s Medical

College, Bangalore will be provided to the candidates by

Diocese of Vellore from next year (2nd Apr to 20th Apr 2017).

Contact :
Rev. Dr. S. Lourduswamy
Correspondent, St. Joseph’s Matric. Hr. Sec. School,
Veppoor, Melvisharam (Via), Vellore Dist. – 632 509.

Mobile : 9487321179, E-mail : frlourdu@rediffmail.com
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REST IN PEACE

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I

have kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7)

Ordination : 15-05-1984

Rev. Fr. Dr. A. Francis Xavier, DCL
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Birth

03-04-1957

Death

18-04-2016
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Birthday

Rev. Fr. M. Packiasamy 01.05.1941

Rev. Fr. P. Sugam Nayagam 02.05.1982

Rev. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 05.05.1952

Rev. Fr. P.J.Xavier 06.05.1928

Rev. Fr. S. Ratchaganathan 06.05.1967

Rev. Fr. T. Ignasi 07.05.1954

Rev. Fr. M. Rajan 10.05.1982
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Rev. Fr. K. O. Abraham 11.05.1935

Rev. Fr. L. John Stephan 25.05.1968

Rev. Fr. A. Nambikairaj 26.05.1935

Rev.Fr. A. Mangala David 26.05. 1971

Rev. Fr. Y. Sathish Raj 27.05.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Pancras 29.05.1956

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert 29.05.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Sunderraj 29.05.1974

Rev. Fr. R. Sigamani 30.05.1986

Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. S. Lazar Savarimuthu 01.05.1979

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 01.05.1987

Rev. Fr. M. Abraham 02.05.1986

Rev. Fr. M. Amalanathan 02.05.2004

Rev. Fr. Y. Arockiasamy 03.05.1987

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert 03.05.1989

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 04.05.1987

Rev. Fr. A. Anthony 04.05.2000

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 04.05.2000

Rev. Fr. S. John Bosco 05.05.1977

Rev. Fr. P. Albin Justus 05.05.1982

Rev. Fr. S. Arulappan 05.05.1988

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 05.05.1988

Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy 05.05.2003

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. A. Devasagayam 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. P. Maran 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. T. Prem Kumar 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. I. Valanarasu 05.05.2011

Rev. Fr. M. Yesu Dass 05.05.2011



23

Rev. Fr. B. Yesu Prabhu 06.05.2011

Rev. Fr. A. Stephen 07.05.1979

Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 08.05.2000

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 09.05.1984

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 09.05.2003

Rev. Fr. S. Jose Enchackal 10.05.1979

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 10.05.1982

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 10.05.2004

Rev.Fr. M. Backiyaraj 10.05.2014

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 12.05.1983

Rev. Fr. R. Anthony Samy 13.05.1983

Rev. Fr. A. Sunderraj 13.05.2003

Rev. Fr. I. Arokiasamy 14.05.1986

Rev. Fr. D. Martin Santhakumar 14.05.2004

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Buddhan 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. T. Ignasi 15.05.1984

Rev. Fr. C. Dayalaraj 16.05.1991

Rev. Fr. A. John Baptist 17.05.1993

Rev. Fr. S. Malayappan 17.05.1993

Rev. Fr. A. Maria Michael 19.05.1971

Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu 20.05.1976

Rev. Fr. S. Ratchaganathan 20.05.1994

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 22.05.2003

Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter 23.05.1994

Rev. Fr. Johnny Edakkara 24.05.1978

Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam 24.05.1983

Rev. Fr. S. A. S. Clement Rosario 25.05.1993

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 26.05.1983

Rev. Fr. Mangaladavid 26.05.1999

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 28.05.1992

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy 29.05.1982
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Intentions

Let us pray that in every country of the world, women may
be honored and respected and that their essential
contribution to society may be highly esteemed.

Let us pray that families, communities, and groups may
pray the Holy Rosary for evangelization and peace.

Calender

01 Sun 6 – Ordinary Sunday of Easter
03 Tue Ss. Philip and James App, Feast
08 Sun Ascension of the Lord, Sol
13 Fri Our Lady of Fatima
14 Sat S. Mathias Ap., Feast
15 Sun Pentecost Sunday, Sol
22 Sun The Most Holy Trinity, Sol
29 Sun The Most Precious Body and Blood of Christ, Sol.
31 Tue The Visitation of the BVM

Necrology

Rev. Fr. P. S. Andreas Patthi 03.05.1997
Rev. Fr. Hugh Tuene SDB 05.05.1996
Rev. Fr. Francis Philip SDB 12.05.1950
Rev. Fr. Orpheus Mentovani SDB 19.05.1967
Rev. Fr. V. F. Xavier 24.05.1992
Rev. Fr. C. Edambadam 27.05.1995
Rev. Fr. A. T. Thomas 28.05.1998
Rev. Fr. Henry Kallmeier SDB 30.05.1930
Rev. Fr. T. Ignatius 31.05.1990

R.I.P.

In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the soul of

Rev. Fr. A.Francis Xavier who passed away on 18.04.2016.


